
MOVCA   Earth   Day   Essay   Contest/Activity   
This   information   is   also   available   at    www.ecosparkmov.org .     

Additional   resources   also   found   the   link.     
  

Introduction   
  

One   way   that   we   can   show   respect   for   our   environment   is   by   shrinking   our   carbon   footprint.   A   carbon   footprint   

is   a   measurement   of   how   much   our   human   activities   contribute   to   greenhouse   gas   emissions.   The   more   gas   
emissions   we   generate,   the   more   gas   gets   trapped   in   the   atmosphere,   and   the   warmer   our   planet   becomes.   

This   is   why   keeping   our   carbon   footprint   as   small   as   possible   is   good   for   our   climate   and   our   environment!   
  

Activity   
  

1 )   Calculate   your   carbon   footprint   using   the   carbon   footprint   calculator   at   
https://www.conservation.org/carbon-footprint-calculator .   
  

2 )   After   using   the   calculator   and   reading   through   the   results   and   suggestions,    imagine    specific   ways   that   you   
could   reduce   your   own   carbon   footprint   in   your   personal   activities.      

  
3 )   Now   that   you   have   ideas   for   reducing   your   own   carbon   footprint,   think   about   a   social   group   or   community   

that   you   belong   to   (for   example,   a   family,   a   school,   a   class,   a   team,   a   youth   group,   a   club,   etc.)   that   could   also   
reduce   its   carbon   footprint   by   modifying   certain   activities.   Suggest   your   ideas   to   at   least   one   member   of   that   
group;   you   will   reflect   on   their   response   as   part   of   your   essay.     

  
Essay   Prompt   

  
  In   a   typed   essay   of   400-600   words,   reflect   on   the   carbon   footprint   activity   you   completed   above,   using   the   

format   below.   Be   sure   to   address   all   sections   of   the   prompt.     
  

        a)   Discuss   your   personal   carbon   footprint   calculation     
-Identify   the   kinds   of   activities   that   contribute   to   a   carbon   footprint   
-Describe   the   opportunities   and/or   challenges   you   identify   for   reducing   your   personal   footprint.   

         b)   Discuss   your   ideas   for   reducing   the   carbon   footprint   of   the   group   you   chose.     
-Describe   the   opportunities   and/or   challenges   you   imagine   for   your   chosen   group   to   reduce   its   

footprint.     
         c)   Reflect   on   the   conversation   with   your   group   member(s)   

-In   trying   to   speak   to   others   about   this   issue,   what   did   you   learn   about   the   challenges   and/or   
opportunities   that   exist   when   we   talk   about   reducing   our   carbon   footprint?   

  
  

http://www.ecosparkmov.org/
https://www.conservation.org/carbon-footprint-calculator
https://www.conservation.org/carbon-footprint-calculator


HOW   TO   SUBMIT   

Please   email   the   following   to   Angie,   Program   Coordinator,   at    angiemovca@gmail.com :   

1. Filled-out   submission   form   
2. Typed   essay   of   400-600   word   

AWARDS:   

The   prize   structure   is   as   follows:     

1 st    Place   $100   Grand   Central   Mall   Gift   Card   +   eco-friendly   “swag   bag”   

2nd   Place   $50   Grand   Central   Mall   Gift   Card   +   eco-friendly   “swag   bag”   

3 rd    Place   $25   Grand   Central   Mall   Gift   Card   +   eco-friendly   “swag   bag”     

The   winning   participants   will   be   notified   on   or   about   May   14   via   the   phone   number   and/or   e-mail   address   provided.   

MOVCA   OFFICIAL   ESSAY   CONTEST   RULES   

  1.    All   essay   entries   must   be   received   by   MOVCA   on   or   before   April   30.   

  2.    In   addition   to   the   essay,   all   entries   must   include   the   submission   form.   

3.   Contest   is   open   to   9th   through   12th   graders   in   Wood   County,   WV,   and   Washington   County,   OH,   including   
homeschoolers   in   those   counties.     

  4.   The   essay   must   be   400-600   words   in   length   and   typed.   

  5.    Only   one   essay   submission   per   participant   

  6.    Essays   must   be   the   original   work   of   the   student.      

7.   MOVCA   reserves   the   right   to   withhold   awards   if   no   submissions   meet   the   guidelines   herein   provided.   


